Safe Harbors Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)
Tips to Improve your Data Quality

Tip #3: Veteran Status

Veteran status is a HUD universal data element that can be found on the Household
Statistics page in HMIS (see screenshot #1 below). This information is then captured in
the entry or first snapshot (see screenshot #2 below).

According to HUD’s data standards, a veteran is someone who has served on active duty
in the Armed Forces of the United States. This does not include inactive military reserves
or the National Guard unless the person was called up to active duty. Please use this
definition when gathering Veteran status information on your clients.
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