Safe Harbors Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)
Tips to Improve your Data Quality

Tip #4: Residence Prior to Program Entry/Length of Stay in Previous Place

‘Residence Prior to Program Entry’ is a HUD Universal Data Element and helps us know
where individuals and families were staying before entering a program. You should
record the place where the client stayed the night before they entered your program.

‘Length of Stay in Previous Place’ is also a HUD Universal Data Element and refers to the
amount of time the client stayed at the location recorded in ‘Residence Prior to Program
Entry’.

‘Residence Prior to Program Entry’ and ‘Length of Stay in Previous Place’ are on the
Program Entry screen in HMIS.
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